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U.S. Elections 2000 in Florida: the legal battles (draft)c© D. Roegel (roegel@loria.fr) December 17, 2001 (various sources, including CNN, ABCnews, The New York Times, The Washington Post, The Chicago Tribune, FindLaw, Court web sites, etc.)

Notes: dashed lines connect events with events triggered by them; times are given in Eastern Standard Time; only Florida lawsuits are given; up-to-date versions of the chart at http://www.loria.fr/~roegel/uselection2000.

Please, help me clarify the following things:

− • • •: things to check or complete

− lines marked with ‘?’ : uncertain links

− missing events
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Election day.

8 p.m.: Major
TV networks
declare Vice
President Al
Gore the victor
in Florida,
based on
projections
from exit polls.

10 p.m.:
Florida too
close to call.

At 2:18 a.m., networks
announce George W. Bush as
the Florida winner.

About 2:30 a.m.: Gore calls
Bush to concede the election.

About 3:30 a.m.: Gore retracts
concession.

Palm Beach ballot issue:
Democrats file an action in the
Circuit Court for the 15th
Judicial Circuit contesting the
Palm Beach County results and
asking for a new election.
(Fladell v. Palm Beach County
Canv. Bd.)

Milton Miller, a democrat voter
from Palm Beach County, files
a complaint in U.S. District
Court (Southern District of
Florida) for a new election in
Palm Beach. (Judge Kenneth
Ryskamp) (Miller v. Harris)

Florida begins a mandatory
recount.

Florida Governor Jeb Bush
recuses himself from the Florida
Canvassing Commission, which
must ultimately certify the
presidential election results.

Gore’s legal team requests a
“hand count” of presidential
ballots in four Florida counties
(Broward, Palm Beach, Volusia
and Miami-Dade). All but
Miami-Dade agreed.

Four other lawsuits are filed in
state circuit court in West Palm
Beach. Democrats have
contended that the “butterfly”
design of the ballot violated
state law. (Horowitz v. LePore,
Elkin v. LePore, Rogers v.
Election Canv. Comm’n of
Florida, Gibbs v. Palm Beach
County Canv. Bd.)

Palm Beach County Circuit
Court Judge Kathleen Kroll
(apparently filling in for Judge
Lucy Brown) issues a
preliminary injunction barring
Palm Beach County officials
from certifying final recounts
until a hearing is held Nov. 13.
This follows one of the five
lawsuits where two Palm Beach
County residents (Rogers and
Kaplan) filed a complaint to
prevent county election ballots
from being certified. (It seems
that neither Kroll nor Brown
had the case, because it was
consolidated with the others.
• • •) (Rogers v. Election Canv.
Comm’n of Florida)

Milton Miller withdraws his
complaint.

Willie Dickens, a black Tampa
man who alleged race
discrimination, saying he was
turned away from the polls for
lacking a driver’s license, filed a
suit in Tallahassee’s U.S.
District Court and in Leon
Circuit Civil Court. U.S.
District Judge Robert Hinkle
denied the request for an
emergency court order delaying
the certification of Florida’s
election results, but set a
hearing for Nov. 21.

Two men steal a voting
machine from a Palm Beach
County polling place intending
to sell it on Ebay.

Agriculture Commissioner Bob
Crawford, a Democrat who
supported Bush’s presidential
campaign, is named to replace
the governor on the state
canvassing commission.

The Broward County
canvassing board orders manual
recounts in three precincts.

Florida statewide recount
concludes with Bush leading
Gore by 327 votes.

Judicial Watch files a complaint
against the Supervisor of
Elections of Broward County,
seeking to inspect the ballots
cast in the November 7, 2000,
election. (cont’ed Dec. 6)
(Judicial Watch v. Jane
Carroll)

A 1% handcount (4 precincts)
is conducted in Palm Beach
County.

The Bush camp asks U.S.
District (Federal) Judge
Middlebrooks in Miami to halt
the manual recount the
Democrats requested. Hearing
is scheduled for Mon. 13.
(Siegel v. LePore)

Within hours, Gore’s campaign
produces a 1997 Texas law
signed by Bush that favored
manual counting over a
machine in a recount.

NAACP hearings on alleged
voting irregularities.

Palm Beach County’s
canvassing board (Palm Beach
County Judge Charles Burton,
Supervisor of Elections Theresa
LePore, and County
Commissioner Carol Roberts)
votes 2 to 1 to ask for a hand
recount of more than 400,000
ballots after considering 1% of
the ballots. The recount will
start Tuesday.

Volusia County begins hand
recount of more than 184,000
votes.

The Volusia County Canv. Bd.
files a complaint in Leon County
Circuit Court to have recounts
certified even after the deadline.
(McDermott v. Harris)

Bush’s legal team in Florida
files papers in federal court
seeking to halt manual recounts
in the state.

NAACP hearings on alleged
voting irregularities.

The Florida Democratic Party file a lawsuit in
Palm Beach County Circuit Court to force the
county’s canvassing board to count “dimpled
ballots.” (motion for declaratory judgment) (Fl.
Dem. Party v. Palm Beach County Canv. Bd.)

Katherine Harris, Secretary of State, threatens
to ignore recounts after Tue. Nov. 14, 5 p.m.

Katherine Harris sends several opinions.

Democrats immediately file a lawsuit against
Secretary of State Katherine Harris to extend
the state’s Tuesday deadline of 5 p.m. for
certifying votes. (Gore v. Election Canv.
Comm’n of Fl.) (see Nov. 17)

The Bush campaign joins the legal action in
support of Harris. (McDermott v. Harris)

Broward County decides against proceeding
with a full manual recount after hand counting
4,000 ballots.

Petition by Thomas Crum, a voter, to stop
misconduct by Palm Beach County Canv. Bd.
(Palm Beach County Circuit Court). This
lawsuit was consolidated with the first five Palm
Beach County lawsuits. (Crum v. Palm Beach
Canv. Bd.).

Hearings. Judge Stephen Rapp removes himself
from the six election cases. Judge Catherine
Brunson replaces him.

Volusia County files a lawsuit seeking to extend
the Tuesday deadline for certifying its results.
Al Gore motion to intervene. (McDermott v.
Harris)

Judge Terry Lewis (Leon County Circuit Court)
hears extensive arguments from both sides
about the Nov. 14 deadline. (McDermott v.
Harris)

U.S. District Judge Middlebrooks in Miami
rejects Bush campaign’s request to stop the
manual recounts (federal court). (Siegel v.
LePore)

Bush campaign attorneys meet in Florida to
decide whether to appeal the ruling to the 11th
Circuit Court of Appeals in Atlanta.

Voters in Brevard County file a complaint in the
district court (federal) for the Middle District of
Florida alleging the unconstitutionality of
statutes. (Touchston v. McDermott)

Lawrence Gottfried files a lawsuit to include
ballots refused by machine (Palm Beach County
Circuit Court) (Gottfried v. LePore).

Class action lawsuit on behalf of voters who
were deprived of their right to vote and request
for a new vote in Palm Beach County (Palm
Beach County Circuit Court) (The ‘People’ v.
Jeb Bush).

Jon A. May, a lawyer, files a lawsuit alleging the
“winner-take-all” Electoral College is
unconstitutional. May asked Judge William P.
Dimitrouleas to schedule a hearing on Nov. 17.
(U.S. District Court in Fort Lauderdale)

Seminole County election board rejects Harry
Jacobs’ complaint. (cont’ed Nov 17)

Boca Raton lawyer Lawrence Caplan files suit
to disqualify Dick Cheney as V.P. Candidate.
(violation of 12th amendment). (U.S. District
Court of Southern Florida) (Caplan v. Bush)

Miami-Dade County conducts a 1% hand
recount and decides against a full recount.

Palm Beach County canvassing board votes 2-1
to suspend hand recount. At 4:30 it votes to
resume the recount Wednesday.

Florida Attorney General Robert Butterworth
gives an advisory legal opinion to Judge Charles
Burton in Palm Beach County.

Fl. Dem. Party asks for a manual recount in
Broward County. (Broward County Circuit
Court) (Fl.Dem. Party v. Broward...)

The morning, Judge Catherine Brunson removes
herself. The case is reassigned to Judge Edward
Fine, who disqualifies himself. Then it’s Judge
Thomas H. Barkdull, III, then Judge Peter D.
Blanc, and finally Judge Jorge Labarga.

Circuit Court Judge Jorge Labarga in Palm
Beach hears a legal challenge that claims poor
ballot design led Gore supporters to vote for Pat
Buchanan (butterfly ballot lawsuit). He refused
a request to move the six lawsuits to
Tallahassee (Leon County). He also gives the
go-ahead to Palm Beach County for recounting.
(What happened with Judge Lucy Brown? Did
she disappear because of the consolidation of
the six lawsuits? • • •)

Judge Terry Lewis (Leon County Circuit Court)
issues an opinion on the 5 p.m. deadline (and
on the discretion of Katherine Harris, secretary
of state).

Katherine Harris sets a new deadline for
justifications.

Volusia County Canv. Bd. appeals.

Volusia County completes recount.

The Bush campaign appeals to 11th Circuit
Court of Appeals. (Siegel v. LePore)

Certification of cast votes (but not absentee
ballots) by Katherine Harris.

Judge John Antoon II in Orlando hears oral
arguments. Denial of injunction. The voters (or
the NRLC?, see Nov 15) appeal. (Touchston v.
McDermott)

Complaint alleging the Palm Beach County
ballot is illegal (Palm Beach County Circuit
Court) (Haitian American Bureau and Int’l
Liaison (HABIL) v. Palm Beach County Canv.
Bd.). (consolidated? • • •)

Palm Beach electors are contesting the election
(Palm Beach County Circuit Court) (Lichtman
v. Jeb Bush).

Palm Beach County electors allege the ballot is
illegal (Palm Beach County Circuit Court)
(Adrien v. Dept. of Elections of the State of
Florida). (consolidated? • • •)

Palm Beach voters petition to have recounts
accepted after the deadline (Palm Beach
County Circuit Court) (Rhodes v. Harris).

U.S. District Judge K. Michael Moore of Miami
asks why this suit should not be filed in Texas
or Wyoming.

Florida Secretary of State Katherine Harris asks
the state’s top court to halt any hand counting
of ballots and consolidate lawsuits in Leon
County Circuit Court (emergency petition).
The Bush campaign joins her. Florida Supreme
Court denies the motion. (Harris v. Circuit
Judges...)

Judge Labarga (Palm Beach County Circuit
Court) rules that the county election canvassing
board has the discretion to decide the “true
intent of the voter” and must consider
“dimpled ballots.” (declaratory order)

Broward County canvassing board reverses an
earlier decision and decides to conduct a full
manual recount.

Judge Labarga (Palm Beach) sets hearings on
Friday on whether it is constitutional to hold a
new election. (Fladell v. Palm Beach, etc.)

2 p.m. deadline for counties to submit to the
state a written justification of a manual
recount. Katherine Harris rejects them.

The 11th Circuit Court of Appeals agrees to
hear the case and consolidates it with the
Brevard County case filed in Orlando (appeal by
the NRLC (National Right to Life Committee)
after the refusal by a judge in Orlando). No
hearing is set, but written arguments in both
cases must be filed Thursday.

Late in the evening Harris says she will not
accept results of any hand recounts when it
comes time to certify final totals on Saturday.

Gore challenges Bush to accept recounts.

Judge John A. Miller of Broward County rules
that the canvassing board could continue its
recount. (see Nov 17)

The Gore campaign files papers with the Florida
Supreme Court to take charge of the elections
(motion to intervene). (Palm Beach County
Canv. Bd. v. Harris) Attorney General Bob
Butterworth filed a motion to consolidate Palm
Beach County Canv. Bd. v. Harris with Harris
v. Circuit Judges.... (Palm Beach County Canv.
Bd. v. Harris)

According to James Baker, the Democrats have
filed 12 lawsuits and the Republicans only one.

Lawyers for Bush submit written arguments to
the 11th Circuit Court of Appeals in Atlanta to
end the recounts.

Democrats also file papers with the federal
court to oppose the Republican bid.

Katherine Harris tells Florida Supreme Court
that she has the authority to make decisions on
hand counts.

Election officials in Palm Beach wait for
guidance from Florida Supreme Court before
proceeding with a recount.

The Florida Supreme Court rules Palm Beach
County (as well as Broward and Miami-Dade)
can proceed with a manual recount of ballots.
(Palm Beach County Canv. Bd. v. Harris)

Attorneys for the Gore campaign file an
emergency motion in Leon County state court
challenging the certification of the results of the
Florida presidential election. Hearings today
(Judge Terry Lewis). (McDermott v. Harris)

The 11th Circuit Court of Appeals orders the
county election canvassing boards that the Bush
campaign has sued to file written responses by
Friday morning. No oral arguments scheduled.

Republicans in Broward County go to court to
try to stop the manual recount resumed there
today. Circuit Judge Leonard Stafford schedules
a hearing Friday. (and? • • •)

In an emergency petition in the Florida Supreme
Court, Calvin Fox alleges that the Florida
election is unconstitutional. (Fox v. Harris)

McCauley v. Bay County action by Florida
voter challenging the election result.

Dick Cheney puts his Texas home for sale.

State Circuit Court Judge Labarga says he will
issue a written order next week on whether he
has the constitutional authority to order a
revote in Palm Beach County.

Leon County Circuit Court Judge Terry Lewis
rules Florida secretary of state’s ruling that
excludes hand recounted votes can stand. The
plaintiffs (as well as the intervenor in Gore v.
Elec. Canv. Comm’n of Fl.) appeal and the
case is certified to the Florida Supreme Court.
(McDermott v. Harris)

The Florida Supreme Court, on its own motion,
denies Katherine Harris from certifying the
votes (which she would have done Nov. 18) and
sets hearing on Nov. 20. (Palm Beach County
Canv. Bd. v. Harris, McDermott v. Harris, Fl.
Dem. Party v. Harris)

Harry Jacobs, a democrat, files a lawsuit in
Seminole County to have 4,700 absentee ballots
thrown out. (see Nov 13)

Miami-Dade County reverses an earlier decision
and votes to conduct a full manual recount of
the 653,963 votes cast.

Deadline for reply briefs in 11th Circuit Court of
Appeals.

11th Circuit Court of Appeals in Atlanta denies
Bush campaign’s request but preserves right to
hear cases. (Siegel v. LePore & Touchston v.
McDermott)

Hearing and case dismissed.

Democrats went before Broward Circuit Judge
John A. Miller, seeking the right to use a more
liberal standard for what constitutes a good
vote. (related to the Nov 15 case? • • •)

Anthony Martin v. Harris (Judge Sauls in Leon
County Circuit Court) (see Dec. 8)

Butler, a Republican, petitions for declaratory
judgment that Florida statutes are
unconstitutional (Judge Nikki Clark in Leon
County Circuit Court). The declaratory
judgment was granted. (Butler v. Harris)

Appeal by Butler to the First District Court of
Appeal and suggestion to certify. (Butler v.
Harris)

Complaint about confusing ballots (Palm Beach
County Circuit Court). (Green v. LePore)

Complaint about confusing ballots (Palm Beach
County Circuit Court). (certified on Nov. 28)
(Katz v. El. Canv. Comm’n of Florida)

Midnight deadline for counties to receive
overseas absentee ballots.

After absentee ballots are
counted, uncertified results
show Republican George W.
Bush leads Democrat Al Gore
by 930 votes.

Gore’s attorneys file motions to
Florida Supreme Court.

Volusia County Canv. Bd.
motion to be dismissed as party
accepted by the Florida
Supreme Court. (McDermott v.
Harris)

Hearings. Circuit Judge Debra
S. Nelson (Sanford, Seminole
County) agreed with Republican
attorneys to delay the lawsuit
and scheduled a tentative
hearing for Nov. 27.

Bush allies launch an assault on
the absentee ballot process.

Reply briefs by
Katherine
Harris and the
Bush campaign
to Florida
Supreme Court.

Florida Supreme Court hearings on whether
Harris should consider hand-recounted ballots
before she certifies results of the presidential
election.

Florida Circuit Judge Jorge Labarga says he
lacks authority under the U.S. Constitution to
order a new presidential election in Palm Beach
County.

Florida Atty. Gen. Bob Butterworth sends a
letter to election officials in Florida’s 67
counties asking them to reconsider the
discarded military ballots.

Jane Carroll, Republican Broward County
elections supervisor and canvassing board
member, announces her retirement. She is
replaced by Circuit Judge Robert Rosenberg, an
appointee of GOP Gov. Jeb Bush.

Miami-Dade County starts manual recount.

Fl. Dem. Party motion to clarify.

Judge John Miller of Broward County recuses
himself after a Republican motion. He is
replaced by Judge Leroy Moe. (cont’ed? • • •)

Judge David Tobin (Miami-Dade County Circuit
Court) schedules a hearing for 8 a.m. Tuesday
on GOP claims that county ballots were being
mishandled and that the recount is illegal.

Hearing.

Judicial Watch lawsuit for the inspection of
Palm Beach County ballots (Palm Beach
County Circuit Court). (Judicial Watch v.
LePore)

Judge Moore dismisses the lawsuit.

The Florida Supreme Court, in
a unanimous decision, rules
that state election officials must
include the results of manual
recounts in Florida’s final
presidential tally. It sets the
new deadline on Nov. 26 at 5
p.m. (Palm Beach County
Canvassing Board v. Harris,
McDermott v. Harris, Fl. Dem.
Party v. Harris)

Allen motion to dismiss (Allen
v. Canv. Bd. of Miami-Dade
County) (origin? • • •)

The Republican request is
rejected.

Fox petition denied by Florida
Supreme Court.

Case transferred to Leon
County Circuit Court.

Keller v. Harris (Judge Smith
in Leon County Circuit Court)

Dick Cheney (Republican VP candidate) suffers
a slight heart attack.

Recounts.

Miami-Dade County canvassing board decides
to call off recount for lack of time.

Gore’s legal team fails to persuade a state
appelate court to overturn the Miami-Dade
decision. (probably Fourth District Court of
Appeal • • •) (Gore v. Miami-Dade County
Canv. Bd.)

The Bush campaign files two appeals to the
U.S. Supreme Court to block hand counts. The
second appeal is a request to bypass the 11th
Circuit Court of Appeals. (Bush v. Palm Beach
County Canv. Bd., et al. & Siegel v. LePore)

Written arguments are submitted to Florida
appeals court on whether Palm Beach County
should have a revote.

Republican lawsuit against Miami-Dade
dismissed.

Beginning of discussions of state legislators.

The 11th U.S. Court of Appeals sets a Monday
deadline for filing briefs. (Siegel v. LePore &
Touchston v. McDermott)

Judge Labarga rules that Palm Beach County
election officials must consider the so-called
dimpled chad ballots. (Fl. Dem. Party v. Palm
Beach County Canv. Bd.)

The Bush campaign files a lawsuit in a Leon
County Circuit Court (Judge L. Ralph Smith) to
force the counting of invalid overseas ballots in
13 counties (Bay, Brevard, Clay, Collier, Duval,
Escambia, Hillsborough, Manatee, Okaloosa,
Orange, Pasco, Polk, and Santa Rosa). (Bush
v. Bay County)

New complaint by plaintiff (Leon County Circuit
Court). (McCauley v. Bay County)

Harrell v. Harris emergency petition (Leon
County Circuit Court).

Thanksgiving.

Recounts.

Gore’s legal
team appeals to
Florida
Supreme Court
to force
Miami-Dade
recount.

Florida
Supreme Court
rejects Gore’s
legal team’s
request.

Bush’s motion
to intervene to
Fl. S. C. (see
Nov 27)

Gore’s legal
team files briefs
to U.S.
Supreme Court.

Recounts.

The U.S. Supreme Court agrees
to hear Bush campaign’s appeal
from the Florida Supreme
Court’s ruling (briefs to be filed
Nov. 28 and oral arguments
Dec. 1) (Bush v. Palm Beach
County Canv. Bd.)

Nassau County decides to use
the Nov. 7 tally instead of the
result of the automatic recount.

The U.S. Supreme Court rejects
the Siegel v. LePore bypass.

Recounts.

Republicans drop the lawsuit when a certain
number of counties count the invalid ballots.
(Bush v. Bay County) Instead, they file
lawsuits to order election officials to reconsider
military absentee ballots in Hillsborough,
Okaloosa, Pasco and Polk counties. Each
lawsuit was filed in its county circuit court.
(Bush v. Hillsborough County Canv. Bd., Bush
v. Okaloosa County Canv. Bd., Bush v. Pasco
County Canv. Bd., Bush v. Polk County Canv.
Bd.)

Broward County finishes its recount at
midnight.

About at 12:30 p.m., Palm Beach County
election officials appealed to the Secretary of
State for more time. Katherine Harris rejected
the request.

Recount deadline at 5 p.m.

Palm Beach County finishes its recount at 7
p.m.

At 7:30 p.m., Katherine Harris certifies 537
votes for Bush. The final tally, according to
Harris, is 2,912,790 votes for Bush; 2,912,253
for Gore.

Florida Gov. Jeb Bush, George W.’s brother,
sends his state’s GOP electors to the National
Archives.

The White House refuses to open government
offices to Bush until legal challenges are
resolved.

Republicans file a fifth lawsuit, this time against
Orange County. (Orange County Circuit Court)
(Bush v. Orange County Canv. Bd.)

Republican complaint over overseas ballots that
were rejected (U.S. District Court in
Pensacola). (Bush v. Hillsborough County
Canv. Bd.) (This is different from yesterday’s
lawsuit with the same style.)

Gore’s legal team files a motion to contest
results in Palm Beach, Miami-Dade and Nassau
counties. (Judge Sauls, Leon County Circuit
Court) (initial hearing) (Gore v. Harris).

Gore petition to consolidate McDermott v.
Harris and the two McCauley lawsuits with
Gore v. Harris. Apparently not granted.

The U.S. Supreme Court denies a request for
cameras in the courtroom.

Gore addresses the nation on TV.

Fl.S.C. denies Nov. 23 motion by Bush as moot
(Gore v. Miami-Dade County Canv. Bd.)

The 4th District Court of Appeals in West Palm
Beach moves the issue of whether Palm Beach
County’s butterfly ballot was legal to the
Florida Supreme Court. (certification) This is
also the case about a possible revote in Palm
Beach County. (Fladell v. Palm Beach...)

Seminole County lawsuit (absentee ballot case)
is moved to the state court in Leon County
(Tallahassee) by agreement of all parties and
will be handled by Judge Nikki Clark. (Jacobs
v. Seminole ...)

Bush lawyers file a motion with the 11th U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals to delay oral
arguments in the pending federal case against
Florida’s hand recounts.

11th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals
“reluctantly” sets Dec. 5 hearing. (Siegel v.
LePore & Touchston v. McDermott)

The Rev. Al Sharpton’s National Action
Network files a federal lawsuit on behalf of
three Miami residents in Miami-Dade County
citing constitutional violations of the 1965
Voters’ Rights Act.

Denial of motion to expedite discovery. (Judge
Nikki Clark) A second complaint by the same
name (McCauley v. Nolen) has been filed today
and they both run together.

Calvin Fox, a voter in Broward
County, files a complaint in
Leon County. (Fox v. Harris)

Florida Legislature hearings.

Judge Sauls denies immediate
recount and asks that 14,000
ballots be carried to Tallahassee
(hearings are set to Dec. 2).

U.S. Supreme Court briefs.

The Florida Supreme Court
accepts briefs for the butterfly
ballot lawsuit (aka revote case
in Palm Beach County) and
certifies Katz v. Elections Canv.
Comm’n.

Seminole County lawsuit
(absentee ballot case) hearing
in Leon County (Judge Nikki
Clark). Judge Clark denies a
motion by the Bush campaign
to consolidate the case with the
Gore contest.

Florida Legislature hearings.

Judge Sauls asks that ca.
1,100,000 ballots be carried to
Tallahassee.

Gore’s legal team appeals in the
First District Court of Appeals
and suggests certification by
Florida Supreme Court.

Election officials in Miami-Dade
and Palm Beach counties begin
process of transferring the
disputed ballots to Tallahassee.

Judge Nikki Clark denies Bush
campaign’s request to recuse
herself.

Emergency petition by Bush to
reverse Judge Nikki Clark’s
denial to 1st District Court of
Appeal. Denied. (Bush v.
Jacobs)

Florida Legislature hearings. A committee votes
to recommend a special session that could
appoint its own slate of presidential electors.

Gore’s legal team petitions the Florida Supreme
Court for an immediate recount of 14,000
ballots from Miami-Dade and Palm Beach
counties.

Trip of yellow rented “Ryder” truck from Miami
to Tallahassee with 1.1 million ballots.

Gore’s legal team tries to block Florida
Legislature by the U.S. Supreme Court.

Replies to briefs in U.S. Supreme Court.

Republican motion to First District Court of
Appeal to disqualify Judge Nikki Clark.

First District Court of Appeal refuses appeal.
(Gore v. Harris)

Florida Supreme Court refuses the petition.
(Gore v. Harris)

The Florida Supreme Court rejects butterfly
ballot lawsuit. The Florida Supreme Court
affirms lower court’s decision that the butterfly
ballot used in Palm Beach County was not so
confusing as to disenfranchise voters. (Fladell v.
Palm Beach... & Katz v. Fl. Elect. Canv. Bd.)
(these two cases were consolidated today)

U.S. Supreme Court hearings (90 minutes of
oral arguments).

Democrats file a lawsuit about Martin County,
accusing Republican officials of tampering with
absentee ballots. (Taylor v. Martin...)

Seminole County hearing set for Dec. 6.

Motion denied.

Republican petition to rehear or certify to
Fl.S.C.

State Senate President John McKay, who has
the authority, along with the speaker of the
Florida House, on whether to call a session, says
he isn’t likely to decide before Monday.

The 11th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in
Atlanta confirms it will hear the two separate
but related cases challenging the Florida ballot
hand count. The cases, brought by individuals
but joined by the Bush campaign, argue that
recounts by hand are unfair and
unconstitutional. Briefs are to be filed Dec. 4
or before.

Case certified by Florida Supreme Court.
(cont’ed Dec. 19)

Complaint to contest election (Leon County
Circuit Court). (Robert Harris v. Fl. Elect.
Canv. Bd.) (This case was consolidated with
Medina v... • • •)

Motion for expedite hearing by plaintiff.

Judge Sauls:
hearings.

Judge Sauls:
hearings.

The U.S. Supreme Court
vacates the Florida Supreme
Court’s decision to extend the
deadline for certifying the
state’s election results. The
justices order the state court to
reconsider its ruling. (Bush v.
Palm Beach County Canv. Bd.)

Leon County Circuit Court
judge Sauls rules against Gore,
saying that hand recounts in
Palm Beach and Miami-Dade
counties aren’t warranted and
Nassau County’s vote total
should stand. (Gore v. Harris)

Gore’s legal team appeals to
First District Court of Appeals
which certified the matter to
the Florida Supreme Court.

Briefs.

Leon County Circuit Court
Judge L. Ralph Smith orders
local officials in 10 counties to
provide absentee ballot records.

Gov. Jeb Bush files court
papers to move a challenge to
1,500 overseas votes from Leon
County Circuit Court to a
federal court in Tallahassee.

Briefs.

Judge L. Ralph Smith dismisses
the complaint. (Fox v. Harris)

Both parties submit written
arguments to Florida Supreme
Court. (Palm Beach County
Canv. Bd. v. Harris, etc.)

Florida Supreme Court says it
will hear oral arguments on Dec
7.

Oral arguments in 11th U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals in
Atlanta (2 cases).

Rehearing denied.

Complaint to contest election in
Duval County (Leon County
Circuit Court). (Brown v.
Stafford)

Complaint to contest election
(Leon County Circuit Court).
(Ceminchuk v. Gore) (This case
was apparently never heard.)

Complaint to contest election
(Leon County Circuit Court).
(Medina v. State of Fl. Elect...)

U.S. District Court Judge Lacey
A. Collier in Pensacola
(Northern Florida District
Court) hears arguments about
undated overseas ballots that
were rejected.

Martin County lawsuit
(absentee ballot case) pre-trial
(Judge Terry Lewis in Leon
County, Tallahassee). (Taylor v.
Martin County Canv. Bd.)

Seminole County lawsuit
(absentee ballot case) (Judge
Nikki Clark in Leon County,
Tallahassee). (Jacobs v.
Seminole County Canv. Bd.)

Briefs filed by both parties to
Florida Supreme Court.

The 11th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals in Atlanta rejects a
Republican request to throw out
hand recounts in three Florida
counties. (Siegel v. LePore &
Touchston v. McDermott)

Florida legislative leaders call
special session on Friday 8.

State Circuit Court Judge
moves case to federal court.
(Medina v. State of Fl. Elect.)

Harrell v. Harris emergency
petition dismissed.

The supervisor agrees to allow
Judicial Watch to begin
inspecting the ballots on
December 7th. (see Nov 10)
(Judicial Watch v. Jane
Carroll)

Appeal of plaintiff to First
District Court of Appeal. (Fox
v. Harris)

Judge Terry Lewis hears Martin
County lawsuit (absentee ballot
case).

Judge Nikki Clark hears
Seminole County lawsuit
(absentee ballot case).

The Florida Supreme Court
hears oral arguments in an
appeal brought by Democrat Al
Gore in his contest of the
state’s presidential results.
(Gore v. Harris)

The Ryder truck (see Nov 30)
is auctionned on Yahoo.

A Tallahassee U.S. District
Court (Northern Florida District
Court) hears arguments of a
lawsuit asking all absentee
ballots received after Nov. 7 to
be thrown out.

Bay County lawsuit dismissed
by Judge L. Ralph Smith.
(Leon County Circuit Court)

Keller v. Harris dismissed.

Emergency motion by Bush
campaign to delay inspection,
and hearing. (At some point
later (when?), the court asks
Judicial Watch to comply with
certain statutes, and Judicial
Watch appealed.)

Order affirmed by First District Court of
Appeal.

Judges Clark and Lewis rule that about 25,000
absentee ballots from Martin and Seminole
counties should not be thrown out.

The Bush campaign files a motion saying the
Florida high court has no authority to uphold
Gore’s appeal.

Gore’s legal team also files a motion to Florida
Supreme Court.

The Martin and Seminole Counties lawsuits are
appealed by democrats and certified to Florida
Supreme Court.

Republican lawyers file an appeal with the U.S.
Supreme Court to overturn the Dec 6 decision
by the federal court of appeals in Atlanta.
(Touchston v. McDermott)

Defendant, George W. Bush and Richard
Cheney’s Motion to Dismiss.

Florida Legislature special session (next meeting
Dec 12) (Did this meeting occur?) • • •

Florida Supreme Court reverses lower court
rejection of Gore contest, ordering statewide
recount of undervotes (Bush is now leading by
154 votes). (Gore v. Harris)

Judge Sauls recuses himself from supervising
the recount.

Judge Terry Lewis supervises the recount which
is hoped to be completed Sunday 2 p.m.

The Bush campaign asks the Florida Supreme
Court to stay its order until the U.S. Supreme
Court decides whether to hear Bush campaign’s
appeal. (Gore v. Harris)

The Bush campaign asks 11th Circuit Court of
Appeals to rehear Siegel v. LePore.

Republicans in Brevard County file an
emergency petition in the 11th Circuit Court of
Appeals to block hand counts until the U.S.
Supreme Court decides whether to hear the
case. (Touchston v. McDermott)

The Bush campaign asks Justice Anthony
Kennedy for a stay of the Florida Supreme
Court decision (emergency application). (Bush
v. Gore)

Judge Collier in Pensacola rejects the Bush
campaign’s contention that overseas ballots
must be accepted even if undated and lacking
postmarks. (Bush v. Hillsborough County
Canv. Bd.)

Appeal.

Verified complaint (Anthony Martin v. Harris)
(Leon County, see Nov. 17).

The Bush campaign files briefs
in Leon County Circuit Court
alleging the vote counters may
be poorly trained and the
ballots can be damaged by
manipulation.

Denied. (Gore v. Harris)

Rehearing of Siegel v. LePore is
denied. (11th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals, Judge
Anderson)

The 11th Circuit, in Atlanta,
turns down the request for a
stay, although it says the new
vote totals could not be
certified without the United
States Supreme Court’s
permission. (Touchston v.
McDermott)

U.S. Supreme Court responds
to emergency appeal and halts
recounts (briefs to file Sun 10,
and oral arguments Monday)
(5-4 ruling) (at 2:45 p.m.)
(Bush v. Gore)

U.S. District Court Judge
Maurice Paul (in Gainesville,
Florida) rules that military
overseas ballots disqualified on
technicalities must be counted,
but those counts are also on
hold. The decision is
immediately appealed to the
11th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals in Atlanta. (Medina v.
Florida Elections Canv. Bd. &
Robert Harris v. Florida
Elections Canv. Bd.)

Briefs to file to
U.S. Supreme
Court at 4 p.m.
on whether
Florida should
recheck
thousands of
ballots.

9 a.m. deadline for filing briefs to Florida
Supreme Court in appeal to the decision in
Seminole and Martin Counties.

Florida’s Republican-majority Legislature is
hearing testimony on whether it should appoint
its own slate of electors. A House committee
approves a resolution to name presidential
electors by a 5-2 vote at mid-afternoon. Shortly
thereafter, a similar state Senate panel approves
its own version by a 4-3 margin.

Jeb Bush visits White House for a ceremony.

Oral arguments at the U.S. Supreme Court
(each side 45 minutes) at 11 a.m.

Some Democrats raise alarms because two sons
of U.S. Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia
work for law firms connected to the case.

Florida Supreme Court clarifies hand count
ruling by a 6-1 vote. (Bush v. Palm Beach
County Canv. Bd.)

In Atlanta, a three-judge panel of the 11th U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals agreed with Judge
Paul who refused to throw out 2,000 of
Florida’s overseas ballots, mostly from military
personnel, because they arrived after Election
Day. (2 cases)

Plaintiffs in Broward County file a motion
asking a judge for an expediting hearing of their
case, which alleges violations of the 1965
Voters’ Rights Act. (filed in Nov., • • •) (Is it
the Nov 27 complaint?)

The Florida Supreme Court
rules that 25,000 absentee
ballots challenged in the
Seminole and Martin counties
should count. (Taylor v. Martin
County Canv. Bd. & Jacobs v.
Seminole County Canv. Bd.)

10 a.m.: Florida’s House of
Representatives debates a
Republican resolution to give
the state’s 25 electors to Bush.
They vote to name a slate of
electors for George W. Bush.
The state Senate must meet
tomorrow.

10 p.m.: The U.S. Supreme
Court reverses (5 to 4) the
decision by the Florida Supreme
Court ordering the recount to
proceed. It rules by 7 to 2 that
it would be unconstitutional to
conduct a new recount. The
case is sent back to the Florida
Supreme Court for further
review. (Bush v. Gore)

Order of Dismissal.

Bay County lawsuit moved from
1st District Court of Appeals to
Florida Supreme Court.
(McCauley v. Nolen)

Deadline for Florida electors to
be determined.

Gore suspends recounts and will
address the nation at 9 p.m.

Bush will address the nation at
10 p.m.

Bush is now considered
president-elect.

The state Senate recessed
today.

Briefs to be filed in the Bay
County lawsuit. Cynthia
McCauley, a voter from Bay
County is alleging that
numerous “illegal votes” were
cast by absentee ballots when
the voters could have gone to
the polls. The case was
dismissed at the district court
level on a motion from the
Florida Secretary of State and
the George W. Bush campaign.

9 p.m.: Gore’s speech.

10 p.m.: Bush’s speech.

Vice
President-elect
Dick Cheney
gets the keys to
the transition
office.

Florida
Supreme Court
order on
remand (Gore
v. Harris)

Action to
enforce
Florida’s Public
Records Law
and inspect the
Records
(Miami-Dade
Circuit Court)
(Miami Herald,
New York
Times, etc. v.
Mayco Villafaña
& Judicial
Watch v. David
Leahy)

Bush’s motion
to dismiss case.

The Electoral
College votes.
As expected,
Bush gets 271
votes and hence
will be
president.

Response by
McCauley.

Florida
Supreme Court
asks plaintiff
why the case
should not be
dismissed. (see
Dec. 1) (Butler
v. Harris)

The 4th
District Court
of Appeal
denies the
petition for a
writ of
certiorari.
(Judicial Watch
v. Jane Carroll)

Plaintiff’s
Motion to
Vacate Order of
Dismissal or, in
the Alternative,
Motion for
Rehearing.

Granted.
Inspection shall
begin on
January 3,
2001.

Florida
Supreme Court
dismisses Gore
v. Harris. The
Court says the
developement
of rules to
ensure equal
protection
rights should be
left to the
legislature.

Butler answers
that the case is
not moot.
(Butler v.
Harris)

Reply by
Attorney
General
Butterworth in
support of
dismissal of
case. (Butler v.
Harris)

Electoral votes
are counted in
Congress. Gore
(as president of
the Senate)
declares Bush
the next
president
(Bush: 271
votes, Gore:
266 votes).

Class action
complaint in
Leon County
Circuit Court
by voters in the
15 counties
that use the
punchcard
system
“Votomatic.”
Plaintiffs seek a
declaration by
the defendants
that the
Votomatic
machine
violates the
14th
amendment.
(Coyner v.
Harris)

Class action
complaint in
U.S. District
Court, Southern
District of
Florida
(NAACP v.
Harris)

Miami-Dade
County motion
to tax costs
(Gore v.
Harris)

Florida
Supreme Court
dismisses the
case. (Butler v.
Harris)

Emergency
Motion for
Protective
Order Directing
Defendants to
Preserve
Evidence and
for an
Emergency
Hearing on this
Matter.

Order Denying
Emergency
Motion. (Judge
L. Ralph Smith)

Amended class
complaint. The
style of the suit
becomes
Peyton v.
Harris.

Order Denying
Plaintiff’s
Motion to
Vacate Order of
Dismissal or, in
the Alternative,
Motion for
Rehearing.
(Judge Lewis,
Leon County
Circuit Court)

Order of
dismissal
(Brown v.
Stafford)

A review of
10,644
uncounted
ballots in
Miami-Dade
County gave Al
Gore just 49
additional
votes, but
Democrats
challenged the
suggestion that
the numbers
showed he
would have lost
Florida and the
presidency had
the votes been
tallied. This
review was
sponsored by
The Miami
Herald, USA
Today and
Herald owner
Knight Ridder.
(see Dec 14)

Attorney
General
Butterworth’s
motion to
dismiss (Peyton
v. Harris)

Answer by
defendant
Katherine
Harris (Peyton
v. Harris)

Motion for
enlargement of
time (Peyton v.
Harris)

Order granting
motion for
enlargement of
time:
defendants
have 15 more
days to answer.
(Peyton v.
Harris)

Judge Lewis
(Leon County)
orders Gore and
Bush to
reimburse
Miami-Dade
County for
expenses
incurred for the
transportation
of ballots to
and from
Tallahassee.
(Gore v.
Harris)


